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Hlias Marion, &c. 


JoBSERVATIONS 


* 


Hoever conſiders the great 


Wickedneſs, both in 


Opinion 


and Practice, whereof Multi- 


calls ſinning Men and ſinning Kingdoms 


to Repentance; how he thunders out 


his Threatnings in caſe of their Neglect, 


and this continuin 
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g, how dreadfully he 


has 


= tudes in this City and Nation, in Con- 
= tempt of the Laws of God and of this 
= Kingdom, are notoriouſly guilty; and 
that they are almoſt every where permit- 
ted ro go unpuniſhed, and are rather en- 
couraged by the Examples of many, 
= who, as conſcious of their own Guilt, 
are aſhamed to do Juſtice. upon others: 
And whoever ſhall moreover reffect how 
8 folemnly tho Great and Mighty God 


———_—_—_ IG — * * 


649 


has thereupon fulfil'd them in their utter 
Ruin. There is no Perſon, I ſay, who 
ſeriouſly conſiders all this, but he will 
conclude it his Duty, to the utmoſt of his 
Power, both to reform himſelf, and in 
the uſe of all lawful Means to endeavour | 
the Reformation and Proſperity of his 
Country. 

But it is certain, That to know what is 
ſiaful and diſpleaſing ro Almighty God, | 
we are to have recourſe only to his Sacred | 
Word contain'd in the 0/4 and New | * 
Teſtaments: And we are to believe, that 
all the Threatnings Divinely Pronounc'd | 
*gainſt Sinners are therein contain'd: And, | 

hat to hearken to any others as Di- 
vinely Inſpir'd, is to leave the more ſure | * 
Word of Prophecy, which we ought | 
not to do. For, if St. Peter, who had 
done many Miracles, would yet have 
the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament and 
the New, which had been publickly at- 
teſted by Miracles, and were moſt re- 
markably fulfill'd, to take place before 
his own private Teſtimony: And it 
St. Paul hath certify d us, that Prophecies, 
whether Divine Doctrines, Viſions, or 
Warnings, ſhould all fail; 'and the Apo- 
ſtles and Primitive Chriſtians have a- 
greed CI ot what Books ſhall 
e the ſacred Light and Guide of the 

| 8 Church 
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Church in all future Ages, we have 
no good and ſolid Ground to hearken 
to any others. g 2 0 
For, whoever pretendeth to Inſpira- 
tion or Prophecy of any one kind, may 
as well pretend to the reſt : If by In- 
ſpiration to foretel, then alſo to Inter- 
pret the Scriptures by Inſpiration, and 
ſo to teach new Doctrines and a new Goſ- 
pel, which St. Paul tells us we ought 
not to hearken to, tho? Preach'd to us 
by an Angel from Heaven, and pro- 
nounces ſuch an Angel ſhould he do it, to 
be accurſed. 
1 ſuppoſe there are few Men of Un- 
-2derſtanding, but do agree with me in 
what I have ſaid, and therefore that 
the Book Publifhed by this Elias or his 
Friends, is not Religiouſly to be regard- 
ed by us. | 
2 Nevertheleſs, for the further convi- 
tion of the Author, and of his Friends 
N = Favourers, I ſhall lay before them 
the following Obſervations, partly upon 
be Author, partly on the manner of 
„is Inſpiration, and partly on the Warn- 
r {ings themſelves, deduced ſrom the Ac- 
z- {ount given, both of Him and Them, in 
the ſaid Book. 
In the Account given of this Elias, it 
affirm'd, that he was commanded by 
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13 Inſpi- 


(6) | 
Anſpiration, ta take up Arms a gainſt. 1. 
French Xing, with his Brethren, but ni | 
prevailing, he thought it was, 4 tempting of | 
God to fight any longer. 2051 
Readet obſerve, That the Inſpiration 
directed this Elias how to run himſci 
into danger, but left him and his Bre. 
thren to get out of it as well as the: 
could, | 1 
And therefore following the guide off? 
his own Reaſon, he Capitulates with 10. i 
Marqueſs de la Lande, and obtains very} 
favourable Terms for his own Compan| 
and another, and alſo for five and thirty Pal 
riſhes, and himſelf and ſome of his Friend 
were conducted to Geneva, at the French} 3 
Kyng's Expence. | 
Yet, not long afterwards, the ſam? 
Elias is afirm'd to have had an InfpiraÞ? 
tion, commanding him to take up Arm 
again in the Cevennes, contrary to hif 
Treaty or Covenant with the Marque 
ae la Lande; that is, contrary to his Pub 
lick Faith, which, not only the Laws c 
all Nations have ever had regard to, bu 
Almighty God himſelf moſt exprell;i 
particularly in delivering up the Kings q; 
Juadea into the Hands of Nebuchednez=aM 
tor breaking their Covenant with hin 
And St. Paul enumerating the enormo 
Sins ol the Gentiles, names this 15 
Ae | a the 
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(7) | 
chem, that they were Covenant-break- 
. 6 IH | 
And for what purpofe did this pretend- 
ed Infpiration ſerve? For no other, but 
that Elias Marion, inftead of having any 
n FJucceſs, had the opportunity of hearing 
of a great many of his Brethren whom he 
had animated to take up Arms with him, 
that they were Hanged, brokew on the 
FT Wheel, or Burnt alive. 

LAtſter this, he had another Inſpiration, 
23 commanding him to come from Swit zer- 
and to London, where, it is not impro- 
bable, he expected to have had a Milita- 
ry Commiſſion ; for we are told in this 
Account of him to the Reader, that he 
ES was offer'd the like by the French Xing; 
and had this been given, we know not 
es but that he might have left England with- 
cout Prophecying. 

As to the manner of his pretended In- 
ſpiration, himſelf affirms that he feels 4 
great Heat in his Heart, and ſometimes 
an univerſal Shivering; bis Eyes are clos d, 


and interrupted Sig his and Throbs. 

It is not material, Whether theſe affe- 
Ctions of his Body are Artificial, or Pre- 
ternatural; any one by Uſe and Exerciſe, 
may caſily attain to all of them fo far as 
vilible, at his Pleaſure: And if forced or 
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be has great agitation of Body, hard Shocks, 


reternatural, it is no more than what 
appens many times to Women in Hy- 
ſterick Fitts, ariſing from the ſtrength of 
their Fancies and Paſſions; and always did 
to the Quakers when they firſt appear d 
in England, from whence they had their 
Name. 
It is alfo obſervable, That albeit ſome 
of the Prophets, and alſo of the Apoſtles, 
had their Bodies affected in a more than 
ordinary manner in their Viſions ; yet not 
by agitation ; and at the time of their 
ſpeaking to the People, they always did it 
without any the leaſt emotion of their Bo- | 
dies, or any preternatural force, or curb, | 
put upon their Pronunciation, 4s in this 
Elias frequently happened, 
And whereas this Elias owns that He 
forgot many Particulars which he had 
tutter'd, and was fain to Copy his Warn- 
ings from thoſe that Writ them: None of 
the Prophets did ever ſpeak any thing to 
the People which they did not perfect. 
. ſo as to write down their 
Fropheſies themſelves, or dictate them 
to ſome Amanuenſis, as Jeremiah did to 
Baruch, after the King of Hrael had burnt 
his Prophetick Roll. _— 
Neither did the Prophets or Apoſtles 
FN ak in rivate, 4s this Elias has. done 
along, but for the moſt part, as pub- 
Tiekly as they could. Nor 
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known to thoſe to whom they ſpoke, and 


(9) 


1 Nor did yy one ſpeak in 2 NEVE 


Tongue, 4s this Elias in French, but al- 
ways uſed the Language which was beſt 


had therefore the Gift of Tongues, to 


2 ſpeak to all Nations in their own. 


In the Warnings themſelves are ſun- 


q dry Particulars fit to be remarked. 


In his 31ſt, the Spirit is pretended to 


Þ ſpeak theſe Words to him, and to force 
him to utter them. The Love which 1 


7 have for thee, is ſtronger than all the 


Torments wherewith I have now afflicł- 
ed thy Body. And he that writes what 

follows the Oath made by his three 
Friends, ſpeaks alſo of his Pains, But 
it is obſervable, that Elias, in his own 
Declaration concerning himſelf, affirms, 


That, 7» all the great Shocks and Agita- 


tions of his Body, and other effet#s of 


his Inſpiration, he was free from Pain. 


So that it ſeems, the haſte that was made 


(and mention'd immediately after the 
Oath) in the Publiſhing of theſe Warn- 
ings, prevented the comparing of what 
himſelf and his Friends had written, to 
make all agree together. 

In his 41ſt, he hath theſe Words: 
There ſhall be no Superiority over my 


People, but entire Freedom. What can 
de liker to the levelling Doctrine, or 


more 
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in a Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical Senſe ? 


ſhall reſiſt my Werd. This indeed 
would be ſomewhat like to Yezor and 
his Fanatical Crew. | 

In his 49th, be makes wicked Men to 
cry out, my God, M God; which is not 
their Style. | 

In his 5oth, he hath theſe Words: 


Sword in your Hand, and ſpare nothing: 
Do like your Head, who ſpared nothing, 


manifeſt incongruity between the Senſc 
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Senſe. | 


cet of a Care, Why then did ſhe not 
refuſe the Medicine, inſtead. of taking 


it? 
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fay thus to him: I wall cauſe thee to tajt 
e ſweerneſs of wy Word, before 1 


grove 


Fight, fight, when you. (hall have the | 


In his 43d, he hath theſe, Whet pour 
Swords, put all to the Sword, all that 


xo wot his own Life, Who ſees not the 


of thoſe Words, /pare nothing, and thole, | 


who ſpared nothing? The former, mean- | 
ing a zealous Puniſhing of the Wicked; | 
the latter, the Patient Suffering of Chriſt, F 
and yet they are ſo referr'd one to the 
other, as if Sparizg, were in both, of onc 


In his 53d, he ſaith, Babylon hath ta- 
ten the Medicine, but ſhe mould nat ac- 


In his 63d he pretends the Spirit to 
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reer 


more unlike; to that of Goſpel, whether 
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Live it to thee, If he had taſteq it be- 
3 Vie it was put into his Mouth, or felt 
any Spiritual Sweetneſs in he knew not 
Phat, it had been indeed very won- 
2 derful. | 
fla his 64th he ſpeaks thus: What ds 
joa think, you Idolizers of your Scien- 
ces? I ſuppoſe the Univerſities are to be 
b 4 put down. 1 
In his 65th he ſpeaks abſurdly: They 
have found what they looked for ; they look- 
e for Pride, and they found Death, _ 


© = 


In his 66th Almighty God is ſuppos'd 


abſurdly to expreſs himſelf; Mam have 
Al advanced ſome Steps to deſtroy me. 


In his yoth and 72d he ſpeaks of Signs 
and Miracles which are to come, Where- 
as the Prophets and Apoſtles did their 
| Miracles either before, or when they 
* Prophecy'd and Preach'd to the People, 
not expecting to be regarded for ſaying, 
They intended, ſome time or other, to 
ſhew Signs and Miracles to them, 
In his 74th he faith thus: Some of the 
Kings of the Earth ſhall caſt themſelves 
Headlong into the bottomleſs Pit. But 
ſurely, that is a Place into which none 
will ever caſt themſelves. 

In his 75th God is ſuppos'd to. ſpeak 
thus: My Children, in a few Days 1 
will diſcover to you New Ways, for 
a | | k 
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not be by the Light within, as it was 


Inquiſition may not be another? What 


know them, we fhall have nothing 
farther to do, but to burn our Bibles. 
In his 85th he faith, Tow ſhall ſee 


very firm. He doth not ſay, they are Per- 
fons, but Things, which think. 


amy Child, I tell thee, I laugh, my Child, 
es, Jes, I tell thee, at the Folly of my 

People. And in his 93d another much 

alike: My Child, my Child, my Child, 

I tell thee, behold, behold, behold, I 

tell thee, the ſmall number that have 

fought upon the Earth, How unlike the 
Style of any of the Prophets or Apo- 
ſtles? And how like the Style of one, 
who is at a loſs what to fay next? I 
muſt needs ſay, I never knew ſo many 
of the ſame Words packt together in any 
other Book. hk 


In 


waking my Will known to my People, 
Who knows what and how many theſe F* 
New Ways may be? Whether one may 


to the Quakers at firſt, who adher'd to | 
that alone ? or whether another may not | 
be a ſcurvy Light without, the Light | 
of Fire and Faggot ? Or whether the | 


ever thefe New Ways ſhall be, when we | 


Things overturn d,' which think they ſtand | 


In his goth we have this Sentence: 0 


N 
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la his 106th he hath this emphatical 
7 Saying: Have not they ſecretly convey- 
e the Venom of the Dragon into it (my 
7 Houſe) which hath rent the Vail of the 


Truth? Moſt profound! It ſeems the 
Truth is to be Unvaild or Diſplay'd, by 
the Venom of the Dragon. 


I ſhall mention one more remarkable 


| Paſſage. In his 47th Extacy, the Spirit 
is ſuppos'd to make him utter theſe 


| Words: My Children , they will accuje 


jou of  Blaſphemy. And in his 107th 
| he wy reſolved to make the Experi- 


ment whether they wou'd or no, in pre- 
: tending Almighty God to ſpeak theſe 
Words to him: Nom that I will raiſe 


4 


1 thy Glory to the Heavens. How 
Proud and Blaſphemous! for they are 
the very Words which David in the 8th 
= Pſalm, to expreſs the greatneſs of the 
Divine Glory,, uſerh of God himſelf; 
| Thou haſt ſet thy Glory above the Hea- 


dens. 


Now unleſs Elias Marion, by any of 


his New Was, can prove Falſh to 
be Truth, Nonſenſe to be Senſe, and Lu- 
ciſerian Pride to be Humility; it import- 
eth every good Chriſtian to lay aſide his 


© pretended Propheſies, and to keep to his 
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The only Plea, is this: How can onc 

of Elias's ſeeming SanQtity, dare to pro- 
feſs himſelf a Prophet, and to foretel ſo 
many, aud fo great Judgments to come, 
and fo ſuddainly, upon Exgland, and all 

the World, without being Divinely In- 
ſpired ? d | 
I might anſwer, that not above 55 Years 7 
fince, or thereabout, James Natlor de- 
clared himſelf to be more than a Prophet; 
that he was the true Jeſus Chriſt; for 
which and other Blaſphemies, his Tongue 
was bored through with a hot Iron. 5 

Bur I anſwer, that I accuſe him not of 
any Vice; further than he is accuſed by ©, 
himſelf and his Friends, in his own Book, Þ f 
as is before obſerved. 8 

Neither doI accuſe him, of propoſing 
any wicked Ends to himſelf, in what he t 
hath done. Peradventure he may be ve- h 
ry much over-run with Peres” & 

But this J fay, that it is poſhble for Fg 
ſome Men, to imitate External Holineſ N ci 
in all reſpects, for ſuch Ends, as may feem Þ 
to themſelves to he valid. And for ſuch 
Ends, to endeavour by Lies and lying 
Wonders, to deceive ignorant People 
Do not Popiſh Prieſts deceive them wit! 
their Golden Legends all over CHriſſendom Ib 
Have they not cunningly taught Men, to 
feign themſelves poſſeſs'd of the Devil; 
tha: 


4 (15) 
chat themſelves and Popery might have 
the Honour of diſpoſſeſſing him? Nay far- 
cher, have they not Infpired ſome 
with a Reſolution to effect, or at leaſt to 
attempt, the Deſtruction of Kings and 
EKiogdoms, with the proſpect of ſuffering 
the greateft Torments; only upon affu- 
rance given them, of one of the highieft 
Places in Heaven for ſo doing? Or in the 
PPhraſe of our Elias, to have their Glor 
thereby raiſed, like that of God HimPelf, 
al bove the Heavens, 
And therefore, albeit, I do not, I ſay, 
accuſe this Elias, of having any of theſe, 
or other wicked Ends for what he doth, 
so only- knows his Thoughts :) Yer 
ve may preſume, he was not Careſs'd 
by the French King for nothing. Nei- 
Ether can I, or any one tell, whether 
he is a Papiſt or no, hut himſelf, But 
ſince he has foretold us in his 36th Ex- 
ſtacy, he ſhall be called beſore the Coun- 
cil; Where a Raviliack, who fears nothing, 
may ſuddenly give a fatal Stroke, ei- 
ther to Her Sacred Majeſty's, or next 
to Hers, ſome other very valuable 
Life. I need not to give any caution, 
that both himſelf and his accomplices, 
be kept far enough off; and I wiſh, 


they may be alſo throughly and ſeveral- 
iy examined. 
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T ſhall leave with the Reader, ei. 
ther of Eliass Book, or of theſe. Ob. 
ſervations upon it, the grave and pru - 
dent Admonition of the Divine Preach- 
er, Eecleſ. 5. 7. | 
In the multitude of Dreams, and in 
mam Words, there are divers Vanities, but 
feer thou God. . 
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